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Mohammed AH who agreed to pay 4,000 purses annually to
the Porte. In October 1806 Saleh Pasha the Captain sailed
from Abu Kir back to Constantinople, taking on board with
him Musa Pasha, the would-have-been governor of Egypt, and
Ibrahim, Mohammed Ali's eldest son, who was taken to Con-
stantinople as a hostage until the full payment of the tribute.
In November 1806 Mohammed Ali was confirmed in his
office. His confirmation was soon made secure by the sudden
death of the two prominent Mameluke leaders, Al Bardisi in
November of the same year, and Al Alfi in January the follow-
ing year.

But no sooner was this episode concluded than a fresh
national crisis loomed on the horizon, a crisis which was to try
to the full the energies and the patriotism of the new
governor. The English were sending to Egypt a naval expedi-
tion with nearly seven thousand men under General Frazer in
answer to the entreaties of Alfi Bey, who had promised Eng-
land the mastery of the coasts of Egypt in return for their
help in reinstating the  Mamelukes  to power under the
suzerainty of the Sultan. It was as a result of this arrangement
with England that the Sultan had sent the Captain Pasha
with a full pardon granted to the Mamelukes and a decree
nominating Mohammed Ali to the pashalik of Salonica. Now
that the scheme had failed, it remained for England to take
the matter in hand. England had recently sent an ultimatum
to Turkey to secede from Napoleon and join her and Russia.
Influenced by Napoleon's able ambassador S^bastiani the
Sultan rejected the English ultimatum and, in consequence,
an English fleet under Admiral Duckworth penetrated the
Dardanelles in February 1807. Faced with the catastrophe of
losing Constantinople to the English, the Sultan and the
French spared no effort in fortifying the coasts. When Duck-
woith was i^eady for action he found himself and his fleet so
dangerously menaced by the Turks that he had to retreat
from the Dardanelles, much to the discomfiture of England.
It was to make up for this failure in the Dardanelles that
Genera! FrazerV expedition sailed in March of the same year
to invade Egypt. England had the example of the French,
expedition fresh m her mind and she tried to follow suit.
This time the English really wanted to conquer the land, and